Small cell lung cancer.
Small cell lung cancer is a unique form of lung cancer characterized by rapid growth, dissemination at diagnosis, and responsiveness to both radiotherapy and chemotherapy. It accounts for about one quarter of all lung cancers and, left untreated, results in the shortest survival of any pulmonary neoplasm, with a median survival of two to four months. This article reviews the epidemiology, pathology, clinical characteristics, staging, and treatment of this disease.